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ROOF MOUNTED SOLAR INSTALLATIONS

If you have decided to install solar panels on your roof, there are a few things you need to know. First, after the permit has been submitted to the Town of New London, it is reviewed by the New London Fire Department Fire Prevention Office to ensure that the installation will meet the State Fire Code requirements. Due to the added weight on the roof, the plans must be reviewed and stamped by a licensed New Hampshire professional engineer. The engineer will ensure that the existing structure can handle the added roof load. The addition of solar panels to your roof has challenges for the Fire Department to place ladders in the event that the roof may need to be accessed whether it is to ventilate to let smoke and gases escape or if there is a chimney fire. Due to these requirements, pathways are required from gutter to ridge. The pathways shall be 36” wide for arrays occupying more than 33% of the plan view roof area. The pathway can be reduced to 18” when the plan view is less than 33%. The other important feature that is required for the fire department is that the photovoltaic disconnect ( PV) is clearly identified and accessible. When these installations have been completed, the New London Fire Department will pay a visit to your home to map the location of the PV disconnect and any other obstructions that may be present. The New London Fire Department uses an application called Active 911 which is used by fire department personnel that are responding to an emergency that will provide them with the information that a roof mounter PV array is installed and the exact location of the disconnect.  
For any further questions or concerns regarding the installation of roof mounted solar, please contact the New London Fire Department, Office of Fire prevention at 526-6073.
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